
December 31, 2017 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
-Today: We plan to have a combined New Years Eve service at 

1:30 p.m. due to the weather conditions.   

  Tomorrow’s service is also canceled. 

 

-Next Week: We hope to have our New Year’s reading service and 

Rev. Hofman at 2:30 p.m. for installation of office bearer. 

 

-Advance Notices:  

  January 11, presentation for the Bonisa Mission in the 

Hope Haven gym at 7:00 p.m. 

January 21, Rev. Adams at 2:30 p.m. 

 

-All the Lord willing- 

 

Offerings Today: 1st General Fund      Next week: 1st General Fund 

2nd Treasured Meditations         2nd School Fund 

 

Collections Received in the Past Months: 

 General Fund   Aug $ 2837.20   Sep $1835  

Oct  $ 2440.50 Nov $2455 

 Benevolent Fund Aug $181   Sep $215  

Oct $150   Nov $207 

School Fund  Aug $450.25   Sep $617.25  

   Oct $509  Nov $312 

 Special School Tuition $12622 

 Banner of Truth $500 

 Theological School $459 

 NAGM $487 

 Disaster Relief $467.25 

  

We Remember in Prayer:  

-Mrs. Joyce Van Voorst and further family of Gerald Van Voorst 

who was buried this past Tuesday.  May the Lord comfort them. 

-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time, 

thinking especially of Mr. & Mrs. Roberts, and Mr. Hoogendoorn. 

-Our widows and widowers, our elderly, the unborn, prodigal sons 

and daughters, any others who are unable to gather with us today, 

are under doctor’s care, and all those who have hidden crosses. 

 

MEDITATIONS 
 

Time how short 
 

Time, with an unwearied hand, 
Pushes round the seasons past; 
And in life’s frail glass the sand 
Sinks apace, not long to last: 

 
Many, who, as you and I, 

The last year assembled thus, 
In their silent graves now lie; 
Graves will open soon for us! 

 
Daily sin, and care, and strife, 

While the Lord prolongs our breath, 
Make it but a dying life, 

Or a kind of living death: 
 

Wretched they and most forlorn, 
Who no better portion know; 

Better ne’er to have been born, 
Than to have our all below. 

 
When constrain’d to go alone, 
Leaving all you love behind, 
Ent’ring on a world unknown, 

What will then support your mind? 
 

When the Lord His summons sends, 
Earthly comforts lose their pow’r; 
Honour, riches, kindred, friend, 

Cannot cheer a dying hour. 
 

Happy souls who fear the Lord! 
Time is not too swift for you; 

When your Saviour gives the word, 
Glad you’ll bid the world adieu: 

 
Then He’ll wipe away your tears, 
Near Himself appoint your place; 

Swifter fly, ye rolling years, 
Lord, we long to see Thy face. 

~John Newton 



FUNERAL SUMMARY OF THE LATE Mr. GERALD VAN 
VOORST 

 
Family and friends gathered in memory of the late Mr. Gerald 

Van Voorst, who passed away from this life and entered into eternity 
on December 21, 2017, at the age of 69 years. Reverend H. Hofman 
officiated the funeral service and opened with the singing of Psalter 
281, followed by the reading of Isaiah 40:6-8 and James 4 starting 
with verse 10 through the end. Prayer was then offered, after which 
Reverend Hofman addressed the mourning family, noting that while 
he did not know Gerald personally, nor the family, it was still 
necessary to bring a message to them.  If he himself needed to bring 
a comforting word to them it would be a poor hour, but as a servant of 
the Lord he is able to hide behind that everlasting Word that is able to 
comfort through the darkest hours; may the Lord grant that today.  
Man’s word will always fall short but the word of the Lord is able to 
carry through.  Once again the Lord has drawn the attention to Himself 
by taking out of the congregation another member in a sudden 
fashion. The family and congregation was asked if they were taking 
notice. It was stated that the Lord must sanctify this calling to the 
family and the church family.  The Lord was acknowledged for giving 
Mr. and Mrs. Van Voorst many years together.  . 

The text was from the two passages, where we see a contrast:  
Isaiah says all flesh is grass and James, our life is a vapor. 

vs 
James states that the Lord is everlasting. 

The strong man’s life is but a vapor. Even the Psalmist states 
that if we are given 70 or 80 years our life is like the flower that soon 
fades.  Rev Hofman referred to a letter of John Newton that told of an 
ice castle he had seen which reminded him of what man’s life is by 
nature. As a result of sin our life is subject to decay and the wages of 
sin is death. John Newton said he thought that there should have been 
one stone laid in the castle warning that “so goes the glory of the 
world”.  There is a Cornerstone that has been laid that never fades, 
and if the Lord has placed His work in our soul, then no matter what 
happens to the ice castle of our life, this stone will remain forever.  The 
question was posed, “Can we appear before the Lord today?”  We 
have just remembered the birth of Jesus. May we learn that He 
became flesh so that those who receive the Holy Spirit’s work may 
live forever.  

At the cemetery it was kept very brief because of the extreme 
cold. Rev. Hofman again warned us that we must be prepared by 
God’s work.  If our life is only an empty ice castle, nothing will remain. 
Gerald was honored for his service to our country by the servicemen 
with a 21 gun salute.  Rev. Hofman then closed with the reading of 
the 12 articles of faith.    
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So teach us to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

Psalm 90:12 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.  


