
September 12, 2021 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

This Week: 9:30 a.m. Reading Service and 6:30 p.m. Catechism 
Reading Service.  Sunday School, Adult, and Catechism classes 
resume after the morning service. 

 
Next Week: 9:30 a.m. Reading Service and 6:30 p.m. Catechism 

Reading Service. Classes after the morning service. 
 
Advance Notice: September 26 9:30, 2:30 Student Slingerland 

-All the Lord willing- 
 

Offerings Today: 1st General Fund        Next week: 1st General Fund 
        2nd Living Bread       2nd Kingdom Boundaries 
 
We Remember in Prayer: 
-Our governor and further state government as they seek to defend 
our freedoms, that they may receive wisdom and strength. 

-Those who advocate for the unborn and pray that more laws may 
be passed to protect against their murder. 

-Our widows, widowers and lonely ones, the unborn, prodigal sons 
and daughters, those undergoing treatments, and all those with 
hidden crosses. 

 

MEDITATION 
 

Ezekiel’s Vision: Abominations in the Temple 
 

“Therefore will I also deal in fury…” Ezekiel 8:18 
 

 In a previous article, we saw the Man in white linen marking the 
foreheads of those in Jerusalem who sighed because of the 
abominations there. The Lord knows His children throughout the 
ages. True conversion starts with groaning in the inner room: “Lord, 
all my desire is before Thee; and my groaning is not hid from Thee.” 
These “groaners” learn to dig into the walls of their heart. They find 
more abominations daily and realize that they can only displease 
God; hence they humble themselves before God’s countenance. 
These people are not in the foreground; they make no commotion.  

“Set a mark”. There He went, the Man in linen. He did not miss 
even one that was His: here an old man, there a father, there a 
mother, there a married couple (what a privilege!), and in one house 
just a child and not the rest of the family. Two people in one bed, 
one marked, the other not. Two people in a field; one groans and 

the other knows nothing of it. When the Man finished marking His 
dear children in Jerusalem, God spoke to the other six men with the 
dangerous swords in their hands: “Now it is your turn... Go ye after 
Him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have 
ye pity: Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children 
and women.” (Ezekiel 9:6). In other words: “Kill boys, girls, little 
children and women but do not touch those who have the mark on 
their forehead.”  

What an awful sight! We observe here a prelude of the Last Day. 
The men went through the streets of the city. Do you know where 
they started? May I say it in modern-day language? Did they start 
on the ball field, in the cinema, in the nightclub? No, … they started 
in the church, by the Holy Place. They went into the inner court and 
first slew the twenty-five old men who were kneeling and worshiped 
the sun with their backs to God. All twenty-five were killed; the men 
with the dangerous swords did not spare; they had no pity. Next they 
entered the room where Jaazaniah stood and he was killed by their 
“destroying weapons” followed by the women who bewailed 
Tammuz. Next they went through the streets and spared no one. 
Where they did not see the mark, they slew them: old people, young 
men and even the smallest children. When they did not see the sign, 
they spared no one.  

Then there were cries to God and prayers, but the Lord said: 
“Therefore will I also deal in fury: Mine eye shall not spare, neither 
will I have pity: and though they cry in Mine ears with a loud voice, 
yet will I not hear them.” (Ezekiel 8:18). The Lord also states in His 
Word: “I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear 
cometh.” (Proverbs 1:26). What if it is too late to pray, too late to cry 
for mercy...? Reader, what a serious message! This would happen 
not only in Jerusalem, but will also happen on the Last Day to the 
entire world. The six men, so to speak, are standing at our door. It 
will not be long before they come in. Our life is very fragile; it is short 
and these men will not respect your age. It will make no difference 
whether you are eighty years old or only eight years old. They will 
not pass you by because you may be a notable person or people 
respectfully say of you: that is a “Jaazaniah” or a Shaphan, an 
honorable man.  

Dear reader, it will not make any difference who we are. Only one 
thing remains; do we have the mark of the groaners on our 
foreheads? Have we learned to groan about the abominations deep 
in our souls? Have we learned to sigh about all we find in our own 
hearts? Have we learned to “hunger and thirst after the 
righteousness” of the Man clothed in white linen? Do we seek the 
Surety without spot or wrinkle, the Lamb without sin, to receive and 
wear His wedding garment? Only then will all be well when the Lord 
comes! 
                      ~Rev. A. Moerkerken         Translated from Een Mensenkin 



 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God. To love God with the whole heart, is, 
upon a due acknowledgment of his infinite goodness, reverently to 
regard and esteem him as our highest good, to love him supremely, to 
rejoice and trust in him alone, and to prefer his glory to all other things, 
so that there may not be in us the least thought, inclination, or desire 
for anything that might be displeasing to him; yea, rather to be willing 
to suffer the loss of all things that may be dear to us, or to endure the 
heaviest calamity, than that we should be separated from communion 
with him, or offend him in the smallest matter, and lastly, to direct all 
this to the end that he alone may be glorified by us. 
The Lord thy God. As if he would say, thou shalt love that God who is 
thy Lord and thy God, who has revealed himself unto thee, who confers 
his benefits upon thee, and to whose service thou art bound. There is 
here an opposition of the true God to false gods. 
With all thy heart. By the heart we are to understand the affections, 
desires, and inclinations. When God, therefore, requires our whole 
heart, he desires that he alone should be loved above everything else; 
that our whole heart should be stayed on him, and not that a part should 
be given to him, and a part to another. In short, he wills that we make 
nothing equal to him, much less that we should prefer anything to him; 
or that we should be willing to share only a part of his love. To love God 
thus, is what the Scripture calls “walking before God with a perfect 
heart;” the opposite of which is not to walk before God with a perfect 
heart, which is to halt, and not to surrender the whole person to him. 
The Commentary of Dr. Zacharias Ursinus on the Heidelberg 
Catechism (p. 24). 

NOTES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
All who would like to stand for the 3rd song are welcome to. 
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Serve the LORD with gladness: come 
before his presence with singing. 

Psalm 100:2 

 
 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m. 
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