
February 23, 2020 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Today: 9:30 a.m. Catechism Reading, 2:30 p.m. Rev. Witvoet 
 No classes. 
 
Next Week: 9:30 a.m. Reading Service, 6:30 p.m. Catechism 

Reading.  NO classes. 
 
Advance Notices:   
 March 13 Prayer Day Service 7:00 Rev. Vergunst 
 March 15, 9:30 and 2:30 p.m. Rev. Vergunst 
 March 22, 2:30 p.m. Rev. Witvoet 
 

-All the Lord Willing- 
 

Offerings Today: 1st General Fund      Next week: 1st General Fund 
            2nd Theological School        2nd School Fund 
 
Thank You Note Received:  Thank you to all who remembered me 

with cards, visits, and in prayer after surgery. ~Mrs. Zomer 
 
We Remember in Prayer: 
-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time, our 

widows and widowers, our elderly, the unborn, prodigal sons and 
daughters, those who are under doctor’s care, and all those who 
have hidden crosses. 

 

MEDITATION 
 

Jesus and Mary 

 

 “There came unto Him a woman... Why trouble ye the woman?  
For she has wrought a good work upon Me.”    Matthew 26:7, 10 

 
In the verses preceding our text, Jesus told His disciples that 

He would be betrayed to be crucified at the Passover in Jerusalem.  
At the same time, the Sanhedrin met in Jerusalem and plotted how 
to underhandedly kill Jesus.  On His way to Jerusalem, Jesus 
stopped in Bethany.  There, amidst a deed of love, a different 
commotion occurred.   

In our text, we find Jesus dining with His disciples in the house 
of Simon the Leper who lived in despised Bethany.  Bethany was 
also the place where Lazarus was raised from the dead by Jesus.  

Simon, who was the host, was nicknamed “the Leper” because he 
had most likely suffered from that dreaded, incurable disease of 
leprosy.  It is quite possible that at one point, Jesus healed him 
from this dreadful disease.  As a token of gratitude, Simon invited 
Jesus and His disciples to dine with him.  Reader, do you know 
that you have an incurable disease of sin?  It has infected every 
part of your body.  Is it your desire to also beseech the One and 
Only Physician to come in your “house and heart”?  Jesus wants 
to heal poor and miserable sinners who are sentenced to eternal 
death. 

Lazarus’ sister Mary also joined Jesus and His disciples at 
Simon’s house.  She was the one who chose the good part and 
sat at Jesus’ feet, not desiring to serve with Martha.  What is your 
desire?  At this time, Mary showed her high esteem for Jesus by 
bringing an alabaster box of very expensive oil and anointing Jesus 
with it.  The fragrance of this oil filled Simon’s entire house.  (Both 
Mark and John add that it was pure oil of spikenard.  A pint of this 
oil was worth a year’s wages of a skilled laborer at that time.)  Mary 
felt that Jesus was well worth it.  How much do you “value” Jesus?  
By nature, our corrupt hearts are full of deceit and have no desire 
for God’s Son.  God’s children experience that Jesus, from eternity, 
purchased their hearts by His one-sided gift of love.  They fully 
value this more than anything else. 

Mary’s anointing of Jesus was not a deed of self-love but was 
done out of a full and complete love for her Lord.  Jesus rebuked 
those who were guilty of a loveless judgment of her deed.  Who 
were those people who did this?  They were Jesus’ disciples, led 
by Judas.  Under the pretense of caring, they judged that this 
spikenard oil could have been sold for much money and the 
proceeds donated to the poor.  Judas’ feeling that Jesus was not 
worthy of this love is understandable but seeing the other disciples 
in agreement therewith is incomprehensible.  The disciples’ 
reaction only served to increase Jesus’ path of suffering.  Yet, 
Jesus responded favorably to Mary’s unforgettable deed.   

Jesus pointed out the worthiness of Mary’s good deed to His 
disciples.  It was a good work from Him, through Him and for Him.  
Do you understand what this means?  This work was done 
because of a true faith which God had implanted in her heart, and 
it was according to the Law.  Mary did not do this for herself, but to 
the honor of Jesus Who first loved her.  In the hearts of poor 
sinners, Jesus is the Fountain and Source of returning love to Him.  
Furthermore, Jesus told His disciples that this anointing was a 
preparation for His burial.  It was common practice at that time to 



anoint the deceased prior to burial.  Mary felt she had to do this 
even earlier.   

Reader, do you love Him more than everything and everyone?  
“He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me: 
and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of 
Me.” (Matthew 10:37) 

     ~Rev. J. W. Verweij 
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It is a good thing to give thanks unto 
the LORD, and to sing praises unto 

thy name, O most High 
Psalm 92:1 

 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.  
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