
October 8, 2017 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

-Today: We hope to have a morning catechism service(#29) and an 

evening reading service. 

-Next Week:  We hope to have a morning catechism service and a 

2:30 p.m service with Student Witvoet 

-Advance Notices: 

  October 29, Rev. Vergunst at 2:30 p.m.  

 October 31, Rev. Adams at 7:00 p.m 

  November 19, Student de Leeuw at 2:30 p.m. 

  November 22, Rev. Adams 7:00 p.m Thanksgiving Day 

  November 26, Student de Leeuw 9:30 a.m and 2:30 p.m. 

 

-All the Lord willing- 

 

Offerings Today: 1st General Fund      Next week: 1st General Fund 

2nd Benevolent Fund  2nd School Fund 

 

There are new Paul magazines in the rack. 

There is a booklet for the commemoration of the anniversary of the 

Reformation in the back of church for each family. 

 

We Remember in Prayer:  

-Mrs. Hermina Hoogendoorn, whose reports were all favorable and as 

she requires no treatment at this time. 

-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time, 

thinking especially of Mr. Roberts, and Mr. & Mrs. Hoogendoorn. 

-Our widow and widower, our elderly, and the unborn, prodigal sons 

and daughters, any others who are unable to gather with us today, 

are under doctor’s care, and all those who have hidden crosses. 

 

MEDITATION 
 

"Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest." Matthew 11:28 
It is very remarkable that when the Lord Jesus shall show the great 

end of His being sent, He says of this in Isaiah 61:1-2, "He hath sent 
Me to bind up the broken-hearted; to proclaim liberty to the captives; 
to comfort all that mourn." It is thus: The Lord Jesus is the Saviour of 
sinners, but only broken-hearted and humbled sinners who are bowed 
down and crushed under the sight and weight of their sins. "They that 
be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. I am not come 

to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." These therefore were 
His words in Matthew 9:12-13. That is to say: such sinners who in 
their own eyes are not righteous ones, but who know themselves as 
being sinners and spiritual sick ones, wounded thereby, and feelingly 
go to Him as the Physician. Therefore, it is said, "He is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost." (Luke 19:10) Not simply lost in 
themselves, but seeing and mourning because of their lost state. 
Sinners who are under the burden of their sins, under the blackness 
of their slavery, appear to succumb despondently.  

By nature, all persons are under a heavy burden, but all are not 
labouring thereunder. Only those labouring under the heavy burden 
are subjects of Jesus' invitation. The burden then which Jesus has in 
view, I think, is the burden of sin, the burden of the violated moral law, 
the burden of God's justice and kindled wrath. To be burdened 
therewith is not simply to have that burden upon oneself, but to feel 
the burdensomeness thereof and under that burden to become weary. 
That is the condition which Jesus here has in view under the two 
expressions of labour and heavy laden, that the soul, under the 
contemplation of sins, wrath, curse, damnation and of its own spiritual 
impotence, is so dejected and pressed down that she cries out while 
panting and longs for relief. Let us demonstrate this a little more 
separately in order to know more intimately the condition of a real 
labouring and heavy-laden one.  

The first then which must be found in one spiritually labouring and 
heavy laden is an actual insight and consciousness of his deep 
miserable state, consisting of sinfulness, and, flowing from this, 
damnation and a complete inability to deliver himself thereof, which 
was expressed by David in Psalm 51:3, "I acknowledge my 
transgressions." Thus the publican saw himself; "God, be merciful to 
me a sinner." (Luke 18:13) I call this an actual impression because 
every impression of sin is not sufficient. In the second place, spiritual 
weariness and being heavy laden consists of a painful and annoying 
feeling of all this, as David expressed in Psalm 38:4-5, "Mine iniquities 
are gone over mine head: as a heavy burden they are too heavy for 
me. My wounds stink and are corrupt because of my foolishness."  

In the third place, spiritual weariness and being heavy laden 
consists in a spiritual fatigue, just as bodily weariness brings with it 
helplessness, faintness, breathlessness, trembling, weakness of the 
limbs, panting from the chest, moaning from the throat, etc. Thus, all 
these things go together in one spiritually labouring and heavy laden.  

The fourth which is peculiar to one spiritually weary and heavy laden 
is that he has a longing desire to be helped under this weariness and 
to be released from the burden. Such a weary burdened one is 
discontented with his wretched condition. His words resemble those 
of those lepers in 2 Kings 7:3, "Why sit we here until we die?" Although 
it is still obscure to him how he shall come out of it, he is nevertheless 
not satisfied to remain in that condition.  



This is the condition of those who are invited by Jesus, and He calls 
every one of them. "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden." Hence the Lord Jesus shows that He excludes none who are 
in this condition, also that He makes no distinction among them- no 
matter of what sort, rich or poor, young or old, man or woman, Greek 
or Jew, yes, also whether weary in a greater or lesser degree, as long 
as it is in truth; not one needs to remain behind.  

Can ever a word be spoken to the weary better than the word rest? 
Can there then be a more powerful spur for labouring and heavy laden 
ones to come to Jesus? What does a weary one long for more than 
rest? And what does one who is heavy laden long for more than that 
his burden would be removed? Does it not delight and transport you, 
labouring and heavy laden souls, to hear the blessed Giver of rest 
invite you thus: "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden?"  

But listen, let no one apply these heart-delightful invitations and 
promises except those who are actually weary and heavy laden.  

~Rev. A. Hellenbroek  
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Give unto the LORD the glory due 
unto his name: bring an offering, 

and come into his courts. 
Psalm 96:8 

 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.  


