
January 3, 2021 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Today: 9:30 a.m. Reading Service (Galatians series)  
 6:30 p.m.  Catechism Reading service (Starting Rev. Hofman 

Sr. books).  Classes after the morning service. 
Next Week:  9:30 a.m. Reading Service (Galatians series) 
  6:30 p.m. Catechism Reading service 
  Classes after the morning service. 
Advance Notices: 
 -Rev. Witvoet January 17, 2:30 p.m. 
  -Bible Study Groups meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings 

of each month at Living Bread 
-Our next singalong will be January 8 at 7:00 p.m. at Split Rock 
Fire Station (outside of city limits). 

-All the Lord willing- 
 

Offerings Today: 1st General Fund   Next week: 1st General Fund 
                           1st School Fund                        2nd Living Bread 
 
Collections Received in November/December: 
  General Fund  $5105.00 
  NAGMission  $1358.00 
  School   $2623.00 
  NRC Book & Publ $282.00 
  Magazine Subscr $171.00 
  Living Bread  $2035.00 
 
Call sent: Rev. van Ruitenburg did not have freedom to accept 

our call. His letter will be read this morning. 
 
We Remember in Prayer: 
-Mr. Zomer, who hopes to go to Rochester tomorrow for 
consultation for a path of treatment. 

-Our widows, widowers and lonely ones, the unborn, prodigal 
sons and daughters, and all those with hidden crosses. 

 
MEDITATION 

 
 “On the first day of the first month shalt thou set up the 

tabernacle.” Exodus 40:2  
And why was this period chosen for the erection? God has always 

reasons for His conduct, but He does not always “give account of 

any of His matters.” We may however make two remarks here. First, 
things that are the same to God, are not the same to us. Our 
goodness extendeth not to Him: religion regards the exigences of 
man, and when these are subserved, its provisions will be needless. 
John saw no temple in the new Jerusalem. All places are alike to 
God; yet we never feel in a common dwelling the solemnity that 
seizes us in the sanctuary. The first day of the year was no more to 
God than any other, but it would render the service more memorable 
and impressive to the people. Therefore says He, “On the first day 
of the first month shalt thou set up the tabernacle.” Secondly, it is 
well to begin a new year with some good work, and to commence 
serving God after a new manner.  

And have we no tabernacle to set up on this first day of this first 
month?  

Let us begin the year with solemn reflection, and say with Job, 
“When a few years are come, I shall go the way whence I shall not 
return.” Let me not only believe this, but think of it, and feel the 
importance of the sentiment. Yes; in a little time I shall be no more 
seen. How, where shall I then be disposed of? The seasons will 
return as before, but the places that now know me will know me no 
more for ever. Will this be a curse, or a blessing? If I die in my sins, 
I shall return no more to my possessions and enjoyments, to the 
calls of mercy, to the throne of grace, to the house of prayer. If I die 
in the Lord, I shall – O, blessed impossibility – return no more to 
these thorns and briers, to this vain and wicked world, to this aching 
head, to this throbbing heart, to these temptations and troubles and 
sorrows and sins.  

Let us begin the year with self-inspection, and say, with the chief 
butler, “I do remember my faults this day.” We are prone to think of 
the failings of our fellow-creatures, and often imagine because we 
are free from their faults we are faultless. But we may have other 
faults, we may have worse; and while a mote is in our brother’s eye, 
a beam may be in our own. Let us be open to conviction. Let us deal 
faithfully with our own hearts. Let us not compare ourselves with 
others, and especially the more vile of our fellow-creatures, but with 
our advantages, with our knowledge, with our professions, with the 
law of God.  

Let us begin the year with a determination to abandon whatever 
appears sinful, and say, with Elihu, “If I have done iniquity, I will do 
no more.” Should the evil course or the evil passion solicit, let it 
plead in vain while the Saviour-judge says, “If thy right eye offend 
thee, pluck it out, and cast if from thee; for it is profitable for thee 
that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body 
should be cast into hell. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, 
and cast it from thee; for it is profitable for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast 
into hell.”  



Begin the year with pious and personal dedication, and say, with 
David, “Lord, I am Thine, save me.” Through Him Who is the way, 
yield yourselves unto God. It is your reasonable service. He has 
infinite claims to you. You will never be truly your own till you are 
His.  

Begin the year with relative religion; and if the worship of God has 
never been established in your family, now commence it, and say, 
with Joshua, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” A 
family without prayer is like a house without a roof. It is uncovered 
and exposed; and we know Who has threatened to pour out His fury 
upon families that call not upon His Name.  

Begin the year with fresh concern to be useful, and ask, with Saul 
of Tarsus, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” Let me look at my 
condition, my resources, my opportunities. How can I glorify God 
and promote the welfare of my fellow-creatures? Is there not a Bible 
to circulate? Are there not missionaries to support? Are there none 
perishing for lack of knowledge that I can myself instruct? Have I no 
irreligious neighbors to reclaim? Are there no poor to relieve? No 
widows and fatherless to visit?  ~Rev. William Jay 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All who would like to stand for the 3rd song are welcome to. 
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Exalt the LORD our God, and 
worship at his holy hill; for the 

LORD our God is holy. 
Psalm 99:9 

 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.  
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