
March 17, 2019 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Today: Morning reading (passion) and evening catechism reading 

(#86). Classes following the morning service. 

 

Next Week: Morning catechism reading (#87) and evening reading 

(passion) services. Classes following the morning service. 

 

Advance Notices:  April 14, Rev. Vergunst at 6:30 p.m. 

  May 10, TBS presentation in our church at 7:00 p.m. on the 

topic: “What are the differences between the KJV Bible and modern 

translations”. 

-All the Lord Willing- 

 

Offerings Today: 1st General Fund      Next week: 1st General Fund 

             2nd School Fund    2nd NRC Book & Pub 
 
We Remember in Prayer:  

-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time, our 

widows and widowers, our elderly, the unborn, prodigal son’l                          

s and daughters, those who are under doctor’s care, and all those 

who have hidden crosses. 

 

MEDITATIONS 
 

Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.—Luke 13:3 
 

The text that heads this page, at first sight, looks stern and severe: 
“Except ye repent, ye shall all perish.” I can fancy someone saying, “Is 
this the gospel?” “Are these the glad tidings? Are these the good news of 
which ministers speak?” “This is a hard saying, who can hear it?” (Joh 
6:60). But from whose lips did these words come? They came from the 
lips of One Who loves us with a love that passeth knowledge, even Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. They were spoken by One Who so loved us that 
He left heaven for our sakes; came down to earth for our sakes; lived a 
poor, humble life for three-and-thirty years on earth for our sakes; went 
to the cross for us, went to the grave for us, and died for our sins. The 
words that come from lips like these must surely be words of love. 

After all, what greater proof of love can be given than to warn a friend 
of coming danger? The father who sees his son tottering toward the brink 
of a precipice, and as he sees him cries out sharply, “Stop, stop!”—does 
not that father love his son? The tender mother who sees her infant on 
the point of eating some poisonous berry and cries out sharply, “Stop, 
stop! Put it down!”—does not that mother love that child? It is indifference 

that lets people alone and allows them to go on every one in his own way. 
It is love, tender love, which warns and raises the cry of alarm. The cry of 
“Fire! Fire!” at midnight may sometimes startle a man out of his sleep—
rudely, harshly, unpleasantly. But who would complain, if that cry was the 
means of saving his life? The words, “Except ye repent, ye shall all 
perish,” may seem at first sight stern and severe. But they are words of 
love, and may be the means of delivering precious souls from hell. 

I pass on now to…consider the necessity of repentance: Why is 
repentance needful? The text that stands at the head of this paper shows 
clearly the necessity of repentance. The words of our Lord Jesus Christ 
are distinct, express, and emphatic: “Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish.” All, all without exception need repentance toward God. 
It is not only necessary for thieves, murderers, drunkards, adulterers, 
fornicators, and the inmates of prisons and of jails. No. All born of the 
seed of Adam—all without exception need repentance toward God. The 
queen upon her throne and the pauper in the workhouse; the rich man in 
his drawing room, the servant maid in the kitchen; the professor of 
sciences at the university, the poor ignorant boy who follows the plow—
all by nature need repentance. All are born in sin; and all must repent and 
be converted if they would be saved. All must have their hearts changed 
about sin. All must repent, as well as believe the gospel. “Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, ye shall in no wise enter the 
kingdom of heaven” (Mat 18:3). “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.”  ~J.C. Ryle 

 
 

No Help for Sinners but in Christ (Acts 4:12) 
 

Where must a sinner fly 
That feels himself undone? 

On what kind hand rely, 
Eternal wrath to shun? 

Can wit or reason help him out, 
And bring a lasting peace about? 

 
Reason no help can give, 
But leaves him in distress; 
Nor can he be reprieved 

By works of righteousness; 
The law as loud as thunder cries, 

“The soul that sins against me, dies.” 
 

Should creatures all agree 
To give him settled rest, 

They cannot set him free, 
Nor cheer his troubled breast; 

No human arm his case can reach, 
Nor men, nor angels heal the breach. 

 



Salvation is of God; 
Jehovah is His name; 

The Savior shed His blood; 
The Lord of life was slain; 

And by His own atoning blood, 
He made a precious way to God. 

 
Here sinners may draw near, 

With all their sin and guilt; 
Nor death nor danger fear, 

Since Jesus’ blood was spilt. 
A door of hope is opened wide, 

In Jesus’ bleeding hands and side. 
 

     ~ W. Gadsby 
 

Notes 
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My praise shall be of thee in the great 

congregation: I will pay my vows before 
them that fear him.  

Psalm 22:25 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.  
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