
April 1, 2018 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Today: We hope to have two Easter reading services.  No classes 
after the morning service. 

 
-This Week Thursday, Rev. Brugge hopes to be in our midst at 7:00 
 
-Next Week: We hope to have a morning reading service and an 
evening catechism reading service. 

 
-Advance Notices: 
 

 April 17 7:00 p.m. Rev de Leeuw in Sioux Center (Prayer 
Service for Classis) 

 April 22 - 2:30 p.m. Student de Leeuw 

 April 29 – 6:30 p.m. Rev. Vogelaar 

 Thursday, May 3 7:30 p.m. Student Witvoet in Rock 
Valley (National Prayer Day) 

 Thursday, May 10 7:30 p.m. Rev den Hoed in Rock Valley 
(Ascension Day) 

 May 20 - 2:30 p.m. Student de Leeuw (Pentecost) 
 

-All the Lord willing- 
 
 
Offerings Today: 1st General Fund      Next week: 1st General Fund 

   2nd School Fund          2nd Living Bread  
 
Collections Received in February: 
 General Fund  $1849.63 
 School Fund    $345.00 
 Living Bread    $493.44 
 Emeritus Fund    $267.00 
 
 
New Church Year Books are in the foyer today. 

 
We Remember in Prayer:  
-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time, our 
widows and widowers, our elderly, the unborn, prodigal sons and 
daughters, any others who are unable to gather with us today, are 
under doctor’s care, and all those who have hidden crosses. 

 
 

MEDITATIONS 
 

“He is not here, but is risen:” Luke 24:6a 
 The resurrection of Christ is one of the greatest foundations 
of the faith of His people. Only in His victory over hell, death and the 
grave is there hope and peace. Fearful women received the message, 
“He is not here”. They found an empty tomb, as a proof that the Lord 
Jesus did not only die, but rose again. By whose hands had Jesus´ 
body been taken away? Certainly not by the hands of the priests, 
scribes and other enemies of Christ. If they would have had the body 
of Christ to show in disproof of His resurrection, they would have 
gladly shown it. Not the hands of the disciples or other followers of the 
Lord. They were far too much frightened and dispirited to do this and 
they had nothing to gain by it. 
 No, women, He is not here. You are seeking the living among 
the dead, but you will not find Him here. He is no longer in the grave, 
under the curse, as Debtor to God's justice, in a state of humiliation 
and shame. He came out of the grave, justified. There is therefore no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus. In Him God's wrath 
is taken away, His justice satisfied, in Him there is peace and rest for 
a condemnable sinner. However, what Christ had merited He would 
also apply and the Prince of peace Himself would visit His mourning 
people. 
 Are you longing for such a visit? Is it your need to hear it from 
Him: Peace be unto thee? Are there those who cannot find Him, not 
in the works of the law, in their frames, experiences, tears and 
conditions? He is not even in your sincerity, surrendering to Him, your 
obedience, love, self denial, though these are fruits indeed, fruits of 
life, because He is alive. Everything outside of Him will fall away.  
 What could these women do with all what they had 
experienced when He was with them? They needed Him to speak to 
their soul, to remove the darkness and open their prison. The great 
Shepherd, Who had been smitten by the sword of God's justice, will 
turn His hand upon the little ones and comfort His scattered sheep. 
May there be such among us who cannot live without Him and who, 
with all what has been experienced, need a visit of the living Christ. 
He will not put to shame those that wait for Him.  ~ Rev. C. Vogelaar 

_______________________ 
 
The resurrection of Christ is the grand proof that God the Father’s 
justice was satisfied, because if it had not been, He would not have 
ever been raised from the grave….  May the Lord graciously deliver 
your poor soul from the spiritual deadness in which you lie and give 
to you the assurance that you share in the resurrection of Christ.  That 
would be the only comfort in life and in death.      ~ Rev. J. Fraanje 
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Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.  


