
December 10, 2017 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

-Today: We hope to have a morning catechism service (#37) and an 

evening advent reading service. 

 

-Next Week: We hope to have a morning catechism service and an 

afternoon service with Rev. Adams at 2:30 p.m. 

 

-Advance Notices: December 24, Student de Leeuw 2:30 p.m. 

  January 7, Rev. Hofman at 2:30 p.m. for Installation 

 

-All the Lord willing- 

 

Offerings Today: 1st General Fund      Next week: 1st General Fund 

2nd Living Bread  2nd School Fund 

 

Congregational Meeting: 

 Mr. David Hoogendoorn was chosen for deacon. He had the 

freedom to accept.  This is the second announcement.  

Any objections must be brought to the consistory 

 

We Remember in Prayer:  

-The call which went out to Rev. Hakvoort. 

-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time, 

thinking especially of Mr. & Mrs. Roberts, and Mr. Hoogendoorn. 

-Our widow and widowers, our elderly, the unborn, prodigal sons and 

daughters, any others who are unable to gather with us today, are 

under doctor’s care, and all those who have hidden crosses. 

 

 

 

MEDITATIONS 
 

If I have observed anything by experience, it is this: a man 

may take the measure of his growth and decay in grace 

according to his thoughts and meditations upon the person 

of Christ, and the glory of Christ's Kingdom, and of His love.  

—John Owen 

 

 The Son of God coming into the world is a wonder of the love of 
the Father. With an eye upon the incarnation of the Son of God, 
the entire church cries out with John, "God so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life." And if you ask which 
world God so loved that He gave His only begotten Son, the 
answer points to the world of His elect. Hence, not for that world 
for which He does not pray His intercessory prayer. (John 17) "I 
pray not for the world, but for them which Thou has given Me, for 
they are Thine."  

But when you view that world that is so loved by God, you stand 
amazed by such love, of which the height, the length, the breadth 
and the depth are immeasurable. For is not that world a multitude 
of covenant breakers, adulterers, murderers, publicans, crucified 
thieves, etc? It is a people who have sinned against God, in whose 
destruction and utter ruin He might justly have taken pleasure. But 
He did not. Rather in order to save them He rent His beloved Son 
from His heart and gave Him to save that world. Is that not a 
wonder of love?  

But it is also a wonder of the willingness of the Son. Our 
Instructor says that the Son of God took upon Him the very nature 
of man, of not one person beside Jesus can that be said. We exist, 
without any action on our part, we had no voice in the matter. But 
Jesus became man willingly. He took upon Him the true human 
nature. This indicates His willingness to enter into blood 
relationship with the people He has to save. By taking upon Him 
the flesh and blood, He could stand in their stead under the 
righteous judgment of God and be their Redeemer and Savior in 
the way ordained by God.  

It is also a wonder of God's grace… Thus also the Father did not 
ask what those elect had deserved, or what they had merited, but 
what they needed. And they needed -- God's own Son. None other 
could save them. And so God gave Him, and that to such hell-
worthy creatures as we are. Neither did the Son ask what we 
deserved. He asked only what we needed… He knew that He was 
going to a world which would not receive Him, which would crucify 
Him! Our Jesus knew that I and perhaps you, too, were a 
ringleader among the mockers. And nevertheless He became man 
to merit salvation for us. I ask you: is that not grace?  

And what if those rebels do not want to be saved? What then, 
Lord? I will it and they shall. There, dear children of God lies its 
firmness. We are not saved because we want to be saved. We 
must be saved because God wills it, because Jesus wills it, and 
because the Holy Spirit wills it.      ~Rev. G. VanReenen 
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For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given: and the government shall 

be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.  


