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"So that servant came, and showed his lord these
things."  Every servant is accountable to his lord, to
bring a report of his work and success.  Here the Lord
Jesus sits at an earthly supper, but speaks of a
spiritual and heavenly supper, to which were "bade
many."  No, not all were bidden, but we would say,
there was a list of invited guests.  This was a privilege
of the Jews from antiquity, being set apart by the
Lord as His favoured people.  The preaching of the
Old Testament Law and Gospel began with them, as
well as in the New Testament time, when the
disciples of the Lord were commanded to "go not
into the way of the Gentiles... but go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel."  So the Gospel
message has gone out to them in warm invitations,
to enjoy a "feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the
lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees
well refined" (Is. 25:6).  So the Word of the Lord
descended to that people as to the Bride of Solomon,
"I am come into My Garden, My sister, My spouse: I
have gathered My myrrh with My spice; I have eaten
My honeycomb with My honey; I have drunk My
wine with My milk: Eat, O friends, drink, yea drink
abundantly, O beloved" (SoS. 5:1).  Is it not provoking
that such friendly proposals are met with such empty
and vain excuses as, "I have bought a piece of
ground, and I must needs go and see it;" or "I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them;" or
“I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot
come?"  My friends, are we so different than the
Jews?  Have not those warm and friendly invitations
been proposed to us since our youth, that we may
take part in the richest blessings?  But how many and
how vain have been our excuses?  Is it not true, that

by nature we simply have no desire?  Would it be any
wonder if the Lord would declare, also concerning us,
that "none of those men which were bidden shall
taste of My supper?"

But it cannot be that the Lord's guesthouse will
be empty.  If the invited guests will not come, He will
bring in others.  Where does He begin?  "Go out
quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and
bring in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the
halt, and the blind."  Thus, He still remains with
Israel.  If the rulers have no desire, He will invite the
common people; those who were ordinarily
forgotten, despised and neglected, those who were
impotent, who needed to be led by the hand or
carried into the great supper.  He will bring in the
poor, who could not provide for themselves, who
were hungry, thirsty, naked and destitute.  What a
sight!  What a contrast!  Wealth and poverty,
greatness and lowliness!  And when these are
brought in... "yet there is room!"  Ah, the kingdom is
so large there is no limit to the number of guests.  It
is an infinite expansion, nor is there a limit to the
efficacy of the blood Jesus Christ, which is sufficient
to cleanse the sin of the whole world.  And because
there is yet room, the invitation is further expanded;
"Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel
them to come in, that My house may be full."  What
are the "highways and hedges?"  These refer to the
Gentiles, who dwell outside of the city, who were
called after the Jews rejected their King.  These must
be "compelled" to come in.  Why?  Oh, is it not for
them a great wonder?  These are outsiders.  Did you
ever become an outsider?  These are they who were

"And the lord said unto the servant,
Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in,

that My house may be filled."
Luke 14:23
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Meditation: Compel Them to Come In
Rev. H.D. den Hollander



not numbered among the Lord's favored people.
They did not belong to His Kingdom.  They do not
know the way.  But now they are being invited.
Surely, they will say with the Centurion, "I am not
worthy."  Surely, they will swoon with Ruth the
Moabitess, that the Lord has spoken "friendly unto
thine handmaid, though I be not like unto one of
Thine handmaidens."  "Compel them to come in,"
who would otherwise not dare to approach because
of their sin, their guilt, their pollution.  "Compel them
to come in," who otherwise would shrink from
entering in to the great supper for fear, with Esther,
that they are not called by the great King.  "Compel
them to come in," who will lay impotent at the feet
of the King, saying, "What is Thy servant, that thou
shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?"

My friends, did you ever experience your poverty,
your impotence, your ignorance, your wickedness?
Did you ever become a Gentile in your heart?  That is
necessary if you will be included in this command to

His servants, "Compel them to come in," for that is
the people whom it concerns.  There is yet room!
His house is not yet full!  Did the Lord ever reveal
something of His dear Son to your soul, that you may
know what grace and mercy are?  This alone is able
to give that holy boldness by which Abraham spoke
unto the Lord, though he was but dust and ashes.
This alone brought the Publican just inside the doors
of the Lord's Temple, smiting upon his breast,
saying, "God be merciful to me, a sinner."  By this
alone the woman of Canaan, a Gentile, a heathen,
an outsider dared to approach, that she may receive
one of the crumbs which the dogs eat, falling from
the Master's table.  "Compel them to come in," the
poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, the
outsiders; all of whom cannot easily be convinced
that such as they would be accepted.  "Compel them
to come in," that I may forgive them, that I may cast
all their sins behind My back, that I may wash, may
cleanse, may renew them unto Myself.  "Compel
them to come in... that My house may be full."
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From the Mission Board
Rev. E.C. Adams - Clerk

Many things have changed in the past months in
the world. In a short period of time, the world was
brought to an abrupt halt by the corona virus. What a
serious calling comes to each of us. The Lord is tired
of sin! How many warnings have not come to us in
the past, also through the callings through His Word.
May we truly come in the guilt, and turn unto the
Lord in truth. How good the Lord is to provide us yet
with time to repent. By nature we will not listen to
the callings unless the Lord pricks us in the heart.
May the Lord not only give health and safety to us
and our families, but especially that we would take
heed to these callings and seek the Lord while He
may be found. Surely, we and our fathers have
sinned. May we be given to confess it unto the Lord
and change our ways.  Who can tell if the Lord would
yet have a favour toward us and our nation. Even

though many things have changed, yet he Lord is the
unchangeable One, who is yesterday, today and
forever more the same. Despite all the concerns, we
may still receive many undeserved blessings,
including that His Word may still in freedom be
allowed into our homes. May the Lord give prayer
for our leaders, that they may receive wisdom, but
that they also may point our countries back to God’s
Word.

The circumstances in Bolivia are similar. May the
Lord bless the Word the team still attempts to bring
unto them. The Lord is able to bless the few fishes,
for is there anything too hard for the Lord? He has
promised that His kingdom shall come from all
nations. Therefore we urge you to pray for the team,



South America was not so aware of what was
unfolding in the world, when the news came about a
new virus in China. We even had one of our parents
from the Netherlands visiting us the first week of
March. Unfortunately, they had to leave a couple
days after arriving. It appeared they had the last flight
out of Bolivia. This example describes how fast the
circumstances were changing. Within a matter of
days Bolivia was, and still is, in complete lock down.

The news from the different areas in the world,
who were encountering many cases of Covid-19,
frightened Bolivia. Our thoughts quickly turned to
those who are living in the midst of this outbreak,
also in our congregations in
North America and the
Netherlands. That the Lord may
help them who are sick and
provide comfort for the
mourning. Yesterday we
received the news that an elder
of our congregation in the
Netherlands also passed away.
These are very serious times.
However, the health service in
countries like Bolivia cannot
even meet the standards of the
countries that have a hard time
to control the various outbreaks.
It is a calling to proud humans,

that we are dust. Science is not able to help, as many
had thought it would. We are totally dependent
upon the Lord for our health. That this serious calling
may lead to true repentance and respect for the Lord
and His ways.

Bolivia took very drastic measures. As a result,
the amount of cases is presently relatively low.
However, it has a huge cost for the economy and
daily lives of the average person in Bolivia. Many
people live by what they earn that same day.
Because of the very strict lock down, they cannot
make a living at all. And as their situation does not
provide for savings, very soon they enter in severe

Mission Work During the Corona Crisis
Mr. G.Uijl

and the work they attempt to do in Bolivia, amidst all
the difficult circumstances.

Due to the circumstances in our countries, your
congregation will announce in due time, when the

annual Pentecost collection will be held. Your
support for our Mission in these difficult times will
be appreciated, as our expenses in Bolivia continue
from month to month.
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Guido Uijl providing groceries
for a family
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poverty and even hunger. In the meantime, leaving
the house is very restricted: only people between 18
and 65 years old, one day a week according to their
identity card number, only between 7:00 am and
12:00 am, and only by foot or bicycle. This means that
not only the economy for more than 80% is shut
down in the whole country, but also schools and
churches are completely and strictly closed. That has
necessitated in a review regarding the approach of
our work in our mission post during this time. No
mission outreach as usual, no church services, no
church activities during the week, no visits.

Still the great
commission is: “Go ye
therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things
whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I
am with you always, even
unto the end of the world.
Amen.” Therefore, we
prayerfully seek for means
to reach out to the people in
this difficult time, so we can

continue to keep teaching them
from the scriptures. Also, in
times like these we need to
stand together as a
congregation. It is important to
gather around His Word, asking
to be guided by the Word and
the Spirit. It is our prayer that
the Lord may use the simple
means, so that people will also
be edified spiritually in this
period. However “Teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you” also
include to act as the Lord
teaches in Matthew 25, “In as
much as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my

brethren, ye have done it unto me”. Together with
the benevolent committee of our mission post, we
decided to provide grocery bags for the families in
desperate need. Due to the government restrictions,
allowing only foot and bicycle traffic, it was very hard
to do more deliveries than just the people that
attend the church. However, Gal. 6:10 teaches us to
do “good to all men”. It didn’t feel to be the right
thing to only provide help to “them who are of the
household of faith”. After two weeks of struggling to
distribute food as benevolent committee, the Lord
opened a way to be able to distribute more groceries

The Police being helpful
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with our car, by providing a
contact with a Police Captain.
This man allows us to use our
vehicle to deliver the food and
he escorts us around the area.

The bags we are distributing
contain basic groceries such as
rice, sugar, flower, oil, oatmeal,
pasta, canned wieners and
canned meat. We also enclose a
written meditation and the
contact information of the
mission post in the bags. The
committee decided to use the
church members as means to be
sure the bags are reaching the
people that really need them.
This also allows the church members to speak some
applicable words when they hand over the grocery
bags. At the same time, this approach also provides a
connection to our church in that neighborhood. We
hope and pray that the Lord may use these means to
bring these people to His marvelous light.

While I’m writing this article, we are preparing the
fifth tour to bring new supplies to the different
Church members for distribution. The Police officer is
willing to help out again. As a thank you for their help
we have donated face-masks and disinfection alcohol

bottles to the Police, as support to them during their
riskier service to the community due to the Corona
Crisis.

It has been a privilege to be enabled to help out
in these special times, also taking into account that
until this moment we have been spared from the
disease. In the meantime, we have seen special
dealings in order to fulfill the distribution of the
needed help. That it may humble our hearts and also
give a true desire to honor the Lord. In these times it

is true more than ever, that they whom
has been given to know Him, can rest in
His sovereignty. That it might be given
to receive that trust in the Lord, that in
spite of the circumstances, there may be
true peace in Him who created the
earth, and who also by His providence
keeps “the sheep of His hand”, Psalm
95:4-7. Just after the great commission
was given, the Lord added: “and, lo, I
am with you always, even unto the end
of the world. Amen”. That we may
experience that nearness, as a
denomination, as mission post, but also
individually.

Helping to put grocery bags together

Anyone wishing to support families in Bolivia affected by COVID-19 may
forward their donation to the Administrator.



I have been working now in
the Bookstore in Tarija for a few
years.  During this time, I have
had the opportunity to speak
with different men and women of
all ages.  Sometimes they have
been people from other
Evangelical Churches.  Because
our bookstore is also in the area
of other book suppliers, we also
have people come into the store
looking for other books.  They are
people from the Roman Catholic
church, or from other sects.  We
have even had conversations with
atheists.  Maybe you are
wondering, “What do they ask
about?”.  Well, many times they
have questions about life in
general, or sometimes they ask about the existence of
God.  It’s not that they deny God exists, but there are
things that they do not understand.  Then, when you
have these conversations it is so necessary to be able,
“to speak of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear.”  (1 Peter 3:15)

Sometimes we have people who come into the
store, and they would like to speak to the
missionaries.  We recently had this just before the
quarantine in Bolivia.  A young man from another
town happened to be in Tarija.  His elderly father had
been admitted to the hospital with dengue (a
mosquito borne disease here).  His father needed
surgery as well, but due to weakness it was being
postponed.  After telling his story, Mr. Van Brugge
said to him, “Do you have any other questions?”  He
said he did.  After a long silence he asked, “Why does
God let this happen?”  This young man struggled to
understand why his father had to suffer so much; he

was a Christian.  Many more people struggle with the
question “Why”.  We explained to the young man
that it is better to ask “For what purpose?”  Maybe
we don’t ask this question out loud, but don’t we
also have these questions many times?

When people come to the bookstore from other
churches where the truth is not taught, it is a delicate
thing to try and instruct them in the truth of God’s
Word.  People who are suffering come to the store.
One young man came into the store and asked that I
pray that his life would end.  It was difficult to show
him the right way, and that in the Lord there is hope.
Then I feel the need of the Lord’s help to speak to
these people, using the Bible to guide them.

We also have many people who are very happy
that we have a bookstore in Tarija where they can
purchase good literature.  Even ministers from other
evangelical churches ask their church members to
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“Understandest Thou What Thou
Readest?”

Mr. Soliman Condori

Children listening intently.
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buy at our bookstore, because they know they can
trust the content of the books we sell in Bolivia. The
nice thing of having our bookstore is that it gives an
opportunity for us to speak to people. While the
people in Bolivia generally do not read so much, yet
there seems to be a desire for sound reformed books.

It is important they understand what they read, so
we try to speak to each one that we sell books to.
They are also invited to attend our church services.
May the Lord bless these means to spread the “good
seed” in my city of Tarija.

Nicolas Ryan Van Beek

Mr. and Mr. Jeff Van Beek were
blessed with a son on March 23.

He was born in Santa Cruz .

His name is Nicolas Ryan.

He weighed 8 lbs. and was 19.5
inches long.
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For Children

Quarantine in Santa Cruz
Mrs. J. Van Beek

Hello boys and girls,

My name is Hadassah Van
Beek. I started Pre-School this
year, and live with my family in
Loma Alta, Bolivia.

Just like for you, in the past
month much has changed in our
life due to the corona virus
outbreak. On March 23 our little
brother Nicolas was born in
Santa Cruz, and afterwards we
were not able to return to our
home in Loma Alta due to the
quarantine and lock-down. I
miss playing with our dog,
Peppa, and being able to see my
teacher and friends at school.

Our apartment in Santa Cruz
has a big tree in the front yard
that has large roots growing down
from the branches that I love to swing
from. Twice a day we can go outside
to play and enjoy the fresh air.

On Wednesdays my dad can walk
to the grocery store, which is five
blocks away. He takes a suitcase
along so he can carry everything back,

as we are not allowed to use our car
either! Each person is allowed to go
out on a certain day, depending on
the last number of their ID card. We
are thankful that we can get enough
food, and a truck stops in front of our
apartment a couple times a week with
fresh fruit and vegetables. Red, juicy
strawberries are my favorite!
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Even though we have
enough food, there are
many other children in the
city who don’t have
enough, especially since
their parents depend on
what they earn each day
to pay for food. Some
people stand outside the
pharmacies and
supermarkets asking for
something to eat. They
are very thankful for some
bread, peanuts or milk.
The Bolivian government
is trying to help those who
don’t have much income
right now but it requires

them to stand in line at the
banks to receive the money.

Every day we pray for the
church in Loma Alta, even
though we can’t go home right
now. My friends from school are
doing ok, but they also are
worried about the virus, and not
as many trucks with food and
supplies can get to Loma Alta
due to the lock-down. Will you
pray for continued health for
those who attend our churches
in Bolivia, and also that this
sickness will bring them to know
the Lord? We pray for the same
for you!

Mr. Van Beek visiting a classroom Girls enjoying a meal
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The Lord has granted safety and health to all our
team members and their families. During the lock-
down, they were only allowed to leave the premises
once per week for a few hours to walk to a grocery
store for supplies. The team kept busy with preparing
church services and bible studies. May the seed sown
bring forth fruit worthy of repentance.

At the time of writing this, the financial
information of 2019 from our auditors is not yet
available due to the shutdown of many businesses.
This is understandable and therefore we hope to
have a summary of the income and expenses of
2019 for you in the next Paul. (DV)

From the Administrator
Mr. J. Van Brugge

Sending Out – Mr. and Mrs. Arjan Arends
The training program for family Arends will be completed in the coming months. At present it is

tentatively planned that on June 9, at 7:00 pm, at the NRC Chilliwack, the sending out service hopes to take
place. Rev. P. Van Ruitenburg hopes to conduct the service, while Rev. J. den Hoed will do the sending out
portion of the service.

Family Arends hope to leave and commence language studies in Cochabamba in August (DV).

Pentecost Collection

When we commemorate Pentecost, the Lord fulfilled his promise to send that Comforter, the Holy Spirit,
so the labours of His servants would be blessed abundantly. It is due to the applying work of the Lord that
sinners are enabled to cry out “Men and brethren, what shall we do”. The message of law and gospel needs to
continue to be brought unto all nations, for more people need to be brought into the fold. Therefore mission
work by our denomination may also continue. It is our mandate given to us by the Lord himself, but also our
duty to show concern for our fellow man. If the Lord has taught us something of our self and of that only
Mediator, should we not urge our fellowman to flee from the wrath to come?

As we were not able to conduct our services in the usual manner in the past months, your consistory will
decide when they hope to hold a congregational collection for the Mission. Your donation should then be
payable to your local church. Alternatively, you may also forward your donation to the Mission Administrator,
but then the cheque should be payable to “North American General Mission”.  Your solid support of our
Mission is much appreciated by the Mission board.

Bolivia Projects Income    March - April, 2020
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Bolivia Projects Income    March - April, 2020
           Chilliwack Gifts $  1,955.00
 New Jersey Christian School 350.00
 Iowa Christian School 500.00
 Washington Bolivia Needs 1,500.00
 Grand Rapids Christian School 200.00
 Chilliwack School/Tarija/Lujan 10,000.00
 Norwich Christian School 200.00

Total for Bolivia Income March - April  $ 14,705

Mission Income   March - April, 2020
Classis Far-East

Norwich Paul Collection $  7,945.00
 Courtland Paul Collection 1,005.00
 Norwich Prayer Day Gifts 8,100.00

Classis Mid-West
Grand Rapids - Beckwith Gifts + Catechism Class 26,822.00

 Kalamazoo Collection 1,523.00

Classis Far-West
Fort Macleod Ladies Aid 20,500.00

 Picture Butte Ladies Aid 20,000.00
 Chilliwack Prayer Day Gifts 7,900.00

Other - Friends in:
Iowa Gift 50.00

 Calgary Gift 400.00
 Anonymous Gift 96.00

Total for March - April* $ 102,746

(Expenses for March - April    $ 129,113)
(*No currency exchange and calendar payments included in above amounts.)

We regularly are requested to provide information for those who are interested to bequest an amount to the mis-
sion. The registration of the North American General Mission is 82815 4476 RC.

Those who wish to donate funds directly to the bank account of the North American General Mission are requested
to contact the administrator for a SWIFT and IBAN code.

Spending of funds is confined to Mission Board approved programs and projects. The Mission will attempt that all
contributions designated towards a Board approved program or project, will be used as designated, with the understanding
that when the need for a program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the Mis-
sion Board, the remaining contribution designated for such a program or project will be used where needed most. The Mis-
sion is committed to supporting the various projects and therefore the donated funds will assist the Mission with these costs.
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In January the Mission Board approved the estimated budget for 2020. Since that time many things have
changed in the world. Even though the 2019 results will hopefully be in the next Paul, we thought we would
inform the denomination of the estimated mission expenses for the current year. The hope and prayer is
that the Lord will bless the sowing of the seed, also in Bolivia.

Budget Summary 2020
Mr. J. Van Brugge



Please detach and mail with cheque to:

Mr J. van Brugge, Administrator
North American General Mission
377 Poldon Drive
Norwich, Ontario

 Canada   NOJ IPO
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Bursary Fund: This fund helps support the costs associated with approved students attending University after they have
attended our school in Loma Alta. Some of these students have now returned to the Loma Alta area. When in Santa
Cruz, they continue to attend our church services there.

Bolivia Christian School: Donations toward the cost of the school will not only help to pay for the operation of the school
of approximately 150 children, but also the religious courses taught on a daily basis.

Elim Bookstore: The costs associated with the sale and distribution of bibles and sound reading material in various ways
in Santa Cruz and Tarija.

Tarija: Donations towards the costs of operating this mission post.

Lujan: Donations towards the costs of operating this mission post.

Other Bolivia Needs: This would also include the donations made to medical organizations that take care of the medical
needs of the local people who we refer to them.

Total Goal for 2020   $125,000      Collected   $37,324    (29.9%)

✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ ✉ 
I/we, ___________________________, wish to support the following project(s).....

___ Bursary fund       $ ________

___ Bolivian Christian School   $ ________

___ Library-Bible Shop in Santa Cruz $ ________

___ Tarija/Lujan (circle desired)   $ ________

___ Other needs        $ ________

Bolivia Projects 2020
Project  Goal  YTD

Bursary  15,000  2,500

School   40,000  8,750

Tarija   15,000  4,500

Bookstores 15,000  13,110

Lujan   15,000  4,500

Other   25,000  3,964

Total   125,000 37,324

Your designated support for these
projects is greatly appreciated.



Birthdays:

January
Jan. 26 Naomi Van Brugge  (11)
Jan. 27 Sophia Van Brugge  (17)

February
Feb. 4  Mr. Steve Van Brugge

March
Mar. 15 Anneruth Uijl  (07)
Mar. 21 Jozua Uijl  (09)
Mar. 23 Nicolas Van Beek  (20)
Mar. 27 Nathan Van Brugge  (09)

April
Apr. 13  David Maljaars (06)
Apr. 14  Mrs. Elske Van Brugge

May
May 2  Hadassah Van Beek  (16)
May 16 Mr. Jeff Van Beek
May 25  Leah Van Brugge  (13)
May 27  Marte Uijl  (13)
May 31 Rebekah Maljaars  (04)

June
June 6  Mrs. Eline Uijl

July
July 13 Abigail Uijl  (15)
July 24 Len Uijl  (05)
July 24 Mr. Guido Uijl

August
Aug. 4  Jenna Van Brugge  (03)
Aug. 13 Kendra Maljaars  (02)

September
Sep. 5  Mrs. Glenda Bron

October
Oct. 2  Mrs. Laura Maljaars
Oct. 28 Colleen Van Brugge  (04)

November
Nov. 2  Mrs. Jolene Van Beek

December
Dec. 5  Rev. E. Maljaars
Dec. 17 Sophia Van Beek  (17)

Our Mission Family

Mailing Addresses for our Mission Family:

Loma Alta and Santa Cruz, Bolivia:    Tarija, Bolivia:
Fam. J. Van Beek and Fam. G. Uijl   Rev. E. Maljaars, Fam. S. VanBrugge
             Miss. G. Bron

Asociacion Mision Reformada de Bolivia    Asociacion Mision Reformada de Bolivia
  Casilla 5728           Casilla 273
  SANTA CRUZ  Bolivia       TARIJA  Bolivia

Please contact the administrator before sending any parcels by mail.


