
June 27, 2021 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

This Week: 9:30 a.m. baptism service with Rev. Hofman, 
   6:30 p.m. Reading Service.  
 
Next Week:   9:30 a.m. Reading Service, 6:30 p.m. Catechism 

Reading Service. Scripture reading following morning service. 
 
There is a singalong for the young people 9th grade and up at the 

NRC School in Rock Valley next week after their evening service. 
 
Advance Notice: August 10 annual church picnic.  We encourage 

all our members and regular attendees to come for a time of 
fellowship. 

 
-All the Lord willing- 

 
Offerings Today: 1st General Fund        Next week: 1st General Fund 
        2nd Living Bread       2nd School Fund 
 
We Remember in Prayer: 
-People of God, that they would not heap to themselves teachers 
having itching ears, but that they would desire to hear the truth 
from the Word of the Lord (2 Timothy 4:1-5) 

-Our widows, widowers and lonely ones, the unborn, prodigal sons 
and daughters, those undergoing treatments, and all those with 
hidden crosses. 

 

MEDITATIONS 
 

 
THE USE OF WATER IN BAPTISM 

 
   There is a sweet resemblance between water, and the blood 

and Spirit of Christ, the due consideration whereof shows the 
excellency of the grace exhibited in baptism.   

Water is a common thing…It is what the poor as well as the rich 
have access to. So Christ is not a sealed and closed, but an open 
fountain for souls to wash in, “A fountain opened to the house of 
David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and uncleanness.” 
(Zach 13:1) 

 Water is a cleansing thing, taking out spots, stains, and 
defilement.  The blood of Christ cleanses the defiled conscience. 
“How much more shall the blood of Christ…purge your conscience 

from dead works to serve the living God?” (Heb. 9:14. The Spirit of 
Christ purges the soul, removing filthy lusts that defile the soul, and 
so renewing and sanctifying it… “by the washing of regeneration, 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5).  And unless we are thus 
washed, we have no part in Christ. 

Water is a refreshing thing, when one is thirsty or scorched with 
heat.  So is the blood of Christ, and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
to the thirsty soul, scorched with the flames of wrath. “…He that 
believeth on Me shall never thirst” (John 6:35). 

Water is a fructifying virtue. So is Christ’s blood and Sprit, making 
the barren soul fruitful in the fruits of holiness. The soul lies naturally 
under the curse, and so can bring forth nothing but the briers and 
thorns of wickedness.  But the blood of Christ sprinkled on the soul 
changes the nature of the soul.  The soul is naturally dead, and 
therefore must wither: the Spirit of Christ brings life, and makes the 
wilderness to blossom as the rose. 

Water is most necessary that we cannot live without it: so the 
blood and Spirit of Christ are absolutely necessary for our salvation. 
“If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me,” said Christ to Peter. 
(John 13:8). 

 Lastly, Water must be applied before it can have its effect: so we 
must partake of Christ’s blood and Spirit before our souls can be 
changed thereby. He must be “Made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption” (I Cor. 1:30).   

~Thomas Boston  
 
 
 

All, and only those are to be baptized according to the 
command of Christ, who are, and ought to be regarded as members 
of the visible church, whether they be adults professing repentance 
and faith, or infants born in the church; for all the children of those 
that believe are included in the covenant, and church of God, unless 
they exclude themselves. They are, therefore, also disciples of 
Christ, because they are born in the church, or school of Christ; and 
hence the Holy Spirit teaches them in a manner adapted to their 
capacity and age…. 

If infants, therefore, are not to be baptized because they do not 
believe, then neither are those to be baptized who have arrived to 
years of understanding, because no one can certainly know whether 
they have faith or not. Simon Magus was baptized, and yet he was 
a hypocrite….  

Faith is, indeed, necessary to the use of baptism with this 
distinction. Actual faith is required in adults, and an inclination to 
faith in infants. Those who do not believe, that is, who have no faith 
at all, neither by profession nor by inclination, are not to be baptized. 
But infants born of believing parents have faith as to inclination.   



Faith is in infants potentially and by inclination, although not 
actually as in adults. For, as infants born of ungodly parents who 
are without the church, have no actual wickedness, but only an 
inclination thereto, so those who are born of godly parents have no 
actual holiness, but only an inclination to it; not according to nature, 
but according to the grace of the covenant. 
~excerpt from Ursinus’ commentary on the Heidelberg Catechism 

 

NOTES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

All who would like to stand for the 3rd song are welcome to. 
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Exalt the LORD our God, and 
worship at his holy hill; for the 

LORD our God is holy. 
Psalm 99:9 

 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m. 
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