
March 18, 2018 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Today: We hope to have morning catechism (#48) reading service 
and an evening reading service. Classes following the morning 
service. 

Next Week: We hope to have a morning reading service and an 
evening catechism reading service. Classes following the morning 
service. 

Advance Notices:  
March 29, 7:00 p.m. Rev. Adams Good Friday service 
April 5, 7:00 p.m. Rev. Brugge Midweek 
April 22, 2:30 p.m. Student de Leeuw (corrected) 
May 20, 2:30 p.m. Student de Leeuw (Pentecost) 

-All the Lord willing- 
 
Offerings Today: 1st General Fund      Next week: 1st General Fund 

    2nd School Fund     2nd Banner of Truth 
 

There are new Blue Books in the foyer.  
 

School advance notice: 
 The annual school supper will be held on April 9 at 7:00 p.m. 

RSVP's are necessary and will be taken at the school office by March 
26.  Rev. Brugge will have a topic. A free will offering will be taken to 
benefit the Ladies Auxiliary. All are welcome. 
 
We Remember in Prayer:  
-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time, 
thinking especially of Mr. G. Hoogendoorn, Mr. Decker, and Mr. & 
Mrs. Roberts. 

-Our widows and widowers, our elderly, the unborn, prodigal sons and 
daughters, any others who are unable to gather with us today, are 
under doctor’s care, and all those who have hidden crosses. 

 

MEDITATIONS 
 

Exhortation to Prayer 
What various hindrances we meet 

In coming to a mercy seat! 
Yet who that knows the worth of prayer; 

But wishes to be often there. 
 

Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw. 
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw, 

Gives exercises to faith and love, 
Brings every blessing from above. 

 
Restraining prayer, we cease to fight; 

Prayer makes the Christian's armour bright; 
And Satan trembles when he sees 

The weakest saint upon his knees. 

 
While Moses stood with arms spread wide, 

Success was found on Israel's side; 
But when through weariness they failed, 

That moment Amalek prevailed. 
 

Have you no words? ah! think again, 
Words flow apace when you complain, 

And fill your fellow-creature's ear, 
With the sad tale of your care. 

 
Were half the breath thus vainly spent, 

To heaven in supplication sent, 
Your cheerful song would oft'ner be, 

"Hear what the Lord has done for me." 

~ William Cowper 

 
“Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false 
witness against Jesus, to put Him to death” Matthew 26:59 
 After the capture in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus is led 
before the Sanhedrin, the Supreme Court of Israel, the spiritual 
leaders of those days. All the disciples have fled. When entering the 
Court Room Jesus is all alone. There is no attorney to defend him. 
The great High Priest has to appear before Caiaphas, the earthly high 
priest. It is not a fair trial, but it is the greatest injustice. The murder 
plan is already made. They have a meeting, organized against Him. 
They seek false witness, but all the testimonies are contradicting; all 
are based upon lies. Then two come up and say they have found 
something. Jesus has said that He will destroy the temple and will 
build it in three days. That is indeed what He said, but He is referring 
to the way of suffering, death, and resurrection on the third day. An 
irritated high priest is asking for an answer. Does Jesus have 
something to say? We read in verse 63, “But Jesus held His peace.” 
Silent under all the accusations. Not a word spoken. No arguing, He 
bears and endures all the injustice against Him. Why does Jesus say 
nothing? Why does He not defend Himself? But Jesus is silent. He 
fulfills the Scriptures of Isaiah 53:7, “He was oppressed, and He was 
afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He 



openeth not His mouth.” He is the Surety of the Church. Silent under 
the accusations. Silent under the heavy burden of sin and guilt. Silent 
under God. Silent under God’s justices. All out of love for His people 
– eternal, one-sided love. This silent Jesus becomes precious for a 
people that are worthy to die, for a people that speak against God. 
When they see their sin, they have nothing to say anymore; they must 
be silent also. A silent Jesus. Has He become precious? 
       ~ Rev. J.B. Zippro 
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Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from 
him cometh my salvation. He only is 
my rock and my salvation; he is my 
defence; I shall not be greatly moved. 

Psalms 62:1 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.  
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