
October 24, 2021 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

This Week: 9:30 a.m. Reading Service and 6:30 p.m. Catechism 

Reading Service.  Classes after the morning service. 

Next Week: 9:30 a.m. Reading Service and 2:30 p.m. Rev. Witvoet.  

No classes. 

-All the Lord willing- 

 

Offerings Today: 1st General Fund        Next week: 1st General Fund 

         2nd NAGMission        2nd Prison Diary 

 

We Remember in Prayer: 

-Our widows, widowers and lonely ones, the unborn, prodigal sons 

and daughters, those undergoing treatments, and all those with 

hidden crosses. 

 

MEDITATION 

 
“Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound.” Psalm 89:15a  

 

Why is it that people hear different things in the same sermon? 

Why does one brush a tear away, while another thinks, “The 

minister has already said this so often.” How can it be that under the 

same sermon some remained unmoved, whereas others hear 

words which find resonance in their hearts? How come one person’s 

face expresses interest while another person looks around 

indifferently? It is because of the tones of the Gospel harp which 

resonate in the hearts of some people. Not every heart is attuned to 

this harp. The natural, unrenewed heart is attuned to the discord of 

this world. If one speaks of money, houses, cars, vacations, parties, 

or beautiful clothes, then others listen with interest. However, when 

one speaks of sin and grace, of worldliness or sanctification, others 

soon tire of the conversation. The Savior and His work have no 

appeal for the natural heart. The Gospel harp is played, to His 

honor, but it does not find any resonance. Readers, how do our 

hearts respond to the joyful sound of God’s Word? Are we still deaf 

to the Gospel? Like Lot’s wife, our hearts cling to this world. If this 

is the case in your life, then God’s judgment threatens! But this 

judgment is not yet an eternal judgment! The Lord Jesus declared, 

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is coming, and now is, when 

the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear 

shall live” (John 5:25). Listen therefore to the preaching which has 

not yet affected you. Pray that your heart may be laid bare, humbling 

though that may be. Ask the Lord for godly resonance in your soul 

to the joyful sound of the Gospel. If we may hear Christ’s voice in 

the preaching this is the most wonderful sound of all. His truth lays 

the inmost heart bare. It breaks the heart and renews the will. Then 

His servant is no longer important, but the Master becomes all in all! 

Through the work of God’s Spirit, His Word exerts strength. Who 

can express the richness of the joyful sound when the Master says 

that you are blessed as one who is poor in spirit, as one mourning 

for sin, as a meek one, or as one who hungers and thirst after 

righteousness? Words from the mouth of the Lord are the most 

melodious words on earth that a regenerate sinner can hear. They 

bring him to the way of life and lead him further thereon. “Blessed is 

the people that know the joyful sound” (Ps. 89:15). Then one’s soul 

echoes Ethan’s song, How blessed, Lord, are they who know the 

joyful sound, Who, when they hear Thy voice, in happiness abound! 

With steadfast step they walk, their countenances beaming With 

brightness of the light that from Thy face is streaming; Exalted by 

Thy might from depths of desolation, They praise fore’r Thy name, 

Thy justice and salvation. -Psalter 422:5 Congregation, may God 

grant that, through the work of the Spirit, the preaching may resound 

to God’s honor and the salvation of sinners. May you also learn to 

know that joyful sound.                                     ~Rev. C. J. Meeuse 

 

 

I once heard about a father, whose son had come home with a 

poor report card. The mother had sent the boy to bed. And then the 

father came home. How angry he was when he heard about the 

report card. He wanted to punish the son right away. The mother 

was able to delay him. She felt that the next morning would be soon 

enough. And in the night, the father received his report card from 

heaven. He came short in everything, and it was all his own fault. 

The next morning, he called his son. Now he did not speak about 

the son’s bad report card. All he said about it was, “My son, your 

report is better than mine. At least you have a three, and a two, but 

I have a zero in everything.” What a lesson that was for that father, 

but what a lesson for all of God’s favored ones. “If Thou shouldst 

mark transgressions, O Lord, who then could stand?” But now not 

to become saved on account of our own merits. No, that is forever 

impossible. Now to be saved because God has willed it. Only free 

grace. We lift our heads aloft, for God, our shield, is o’er us; Through 

Him, through Him alone, whose presence goes before us. We’ll 

wear the victor’s crown, no more by foes assaulted. We’ll triumph 

through our King, by Israel’s God exalted.          ~Rev. E. Venema 



FUNERAL SUMMARY OF THE LATE MR. GILBERT 

HOOGENDOORN 
Family and friends gathered in memory of the late Mr. Gilbert 

Hoogendoorn, who passed away from this life and entered into eternity 
on Thursday, October 14, 2021, at the age of 91 years. Reverend H. 
Hofman officiated the funeral service and opened with the singing of 
Psalm 39 (Psalter 104 stanzas 3-6) followed by the reading of Psalm 
90. Prayer was then offered, after which Rev. Hofman addressed all 
but especially Dan the only child of the late Gilbert and Hermina 
Hoogendoorn in the fact that he bore this burden alone. We were 
reminded that denominational ties are not crucial; it is only in the 
belonging to Christ that will account for any value for eternity.  Mr. 
Hoogendoorn’s time serving as an office bearer was acknowledged and 
the fruit of it will be seen in eternity, for the Lord’s word does not return 
unto Him void.   

Many times as our life draws to an end we begin to feel the loneliness 
of it and this is the word also found in Psalm 90 that was penned by the 
man of God, Moses.  It is a prayer that acknowledges our life as 
troublesome, with sickness, misery and mourning.  Yet there is comfort 
for those who are mourning.  We were reminded that Paradise was 
created without mourning and misery, but God was our habitation.  Now 
we are opposed to abiding in Him as our habitation and instead of 
choosing life we chose death.   

Let us not smooth over death but consider verse 12 and see that 
there is a dwelling place for all rebels, who by God’s grace, seek their 
habitation in Him again.  “So teach us to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom.”  In the first place there is an urgency in 
this wise counsel that none are to exclude themselves from and none 
are to delay.  There is no guarantee for more time.  Secondly we are 
instructed in numeration, not counting up, as we do our wealth or other 
earthly possessions, but how few our days are.  Thirdly we are to make 
improvement upon this with prayer and supplication and not apply 
ourselves to the trivial items of this life.  Fourthly in applying our hearts 
it includes our mind, spirit, affections, and will which must be done by 
prayer.  Lastly our counting and reckoning, by God’s grace, will teach 
us that our days are few and uncertain and if anyone lacks wisdom let 
him ask it of God who giveth liberally and upbraideth not.  Christ has 
purchased all of these blessings for His people and all who come to 
Him will in no wise be cast out. The service ended with singing of Psalm 
90.   

At the graveside Rev. Hofman read a few words from Psalm 39 where 
the psalmist also asked for wisdom, “Make me to know my 
end.”  Impressions of death will soon be fleeting, but may God, by the 
power of His Spirit, apply these words to us before our life, which is as 
a vapor, disappears.  In eternity the sweet overtures of the gospel will 
no longer be heard, yet there is a grave that remains open and still 
offers peace and pardon with the promise of everlasting life. 
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Serve the LORD with gladness: come 
before his presence with singing. 

Psalm 100:2 

 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m. 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-100-2/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Psalms-100-2/

