
February 4, 2018 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
-Today: We hope to have a morning catechism reading service and an 
evening reading service. Classes following the morning service.* 

   This Week Thursday, Study Groups meet at 7:30 p.m. 
   Thursday, Rev. Adams is in Sioux Center at 7:00 p.m. 
-Next Week: We hope to have a morning catechism reading service and 
Student Witvoet at 2:30 p.m. Classes following the morning service.* 

-Advance Notice:  Rev. Vergunst February 18 at 2:30 p.m. 
  *Topics and catechism question numbers are listed on website. 
 

-All the Lord willing- 
 
Offerings Today: 1st General Fund      Next week: 1st General Fund 

      2nd School Fund      2nd Living Bread 
 

Directory Update:  Mr. James Decker was omitted.   Phone 605-334-
3544  Address: 1204 S. Sycamore Dr., Sioux Falls, SD 57110 
 
School Note:  The Synodical Education Committee and the NRCEA 
Board (Principals) hope to meet in Grand Rapids this week from 
Tuesday evening through Thursday afternoon. 

 
We Remember in Prayer:  
-Mrs. Marlene Zomer, whose surgery went well and is recovering. 
-Those who have been unable to gather with us for some time, thinking 
especially of Mr. & Mrs. Roberts, and Mr. Hoogendoorn. 

-Our widows and widowers, our elderly, the unborn, prodigal sons and 
daughters, any others who are unable to gather with us today, are under 
doctor’s care, and all those who have hidden crosses. 

 

MEDITATION 
"Seek ye the Lord while He may be found; call ye upon Him while 

He is near." Isaiah 55:6 
The world is filled with more fear and uncertainty than during any other 

age. Ours is a fear-filled age. Why? People are fearful because they have 
no solid ground to stand upon. Our modern age is based on the quicksand 
of material progress and the time and money-wasting pleasures of the 
world. These cannot satisfy the poor human heart. When men build their 
hopes and dreams on things of the world rather than on things spiritual, 
they are like the man of whom the Lord Jesus spoke, that built his house 
upon the sand rather than on solid rock. Therefore, when the storms and 
floods of God’s punishment come, the basis of their security is gone. 
When the floods wash away their hopes and dreams, nothing remains 
but the hopeless despair of nothing to cling to.  

The vast majority of the earth’s population has always operated in the 
sphere of fear and doubt. Isaiah, God’s dear servant, offered another 
solution, totally different from all other things in which natural man tries to 
seek safety and security. The solution he offered, on behalf of his Sender, 
has nothing to do with the passing treasures which this world offers. His 
God-given solution to the problems of his day and our day was: “Seek ye 
the Lord while He may be found; call ye upon Him while He is near.” 

Let us begin with a direct warning to our people: Don’t center your 
affections and attentions on the pursuit of the treasures of this earthly life; 
things material may give promise of great returns, but often disappoint 
those who attempt to reap the blessing they offer. So it is with everything 
which we are seeking for apart from God. Don’t forget that outward 
changes will never bring true and lasting peace or security and 
happiness. The transformation must be inward. That is why Isaiah says, 
“Seek ye the Lord.” You can attain all kinds of pleasant things in this 
world, but you must have more. Shall it be well with us, traveling to the 
never-ending eternity? Oh, if you still have a speaking conscience which 
tells you that you are a sinner, a lost sinner, and shall it be well that you 
need to be reconciled with God, then there will be no rest until it becomes 
a necessity to seek the Lord while He may be found. Without this you will 
never be happy and cannot have peace. You can mount the heights of 
earthly fame, but if you have a troubled soul, your fame will not bring you 
the peace which passes all understanding. You can have everything life 
has to offer, but if you still must worry about eternity and the day of death, 
all the happiness you hope and long for will crumble and fade away.  

What then brings true security and peace? Go to the Scriptures, the 
infallible Word of the Almighty God. Look into the portions of His Word 
that tell you about yourself. There it is explained that we all have sinned 
and are full of iniquities. There you read how imperfect you are in the sight 
of the perfect, holy and righteous God. There you will see that you never 
will be able to do anything of yourself to become acceptable in the sight 
of your Creator. May the Lord open our soul’s eyes, and the need to 
confess our sins; then our utmost concern will be to seek the Lord: to 
seek Christ as the only Redeemer. May the Lord grant you to ask yourself 
the question, what you are going to set your affections on, and how you 
are going to travel to your eternal destination. That the need may be 
bound upon our soul to learn that only the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s 
Son, cleanseth from all sin. Look at the passage, if you feel that it is from 
your side a hopeless case, “Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow, though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
By grace alone it is possible to understand that in Him is life and salvation. 
Then we shall not perish when the day of death comes.  

If we may learn, through the work of the Holy Spirit, that in Christ alone 
is all for time and eternity, then our hopes and plans will be no longer 
confined to our pilgrimage years, but they will extend through eternity. 
The things of this life will be of only passing value. Your life will not be 
found in outward success here in time, but will be wrapped up in the 
treasures which are eternal. Only through Him and in Him will your 
problems of insecurity be solved.  



Isaiah also encourages a poor soul to seek the Lord “while He may be 
found.” Oh, it would be such a great blessing if in the formative years of 
youth, we would experience a need to search for Him. Naturally, we all 
plan for a long life, but we do not know how long our earthly stay will really 
be. Let us not say to ourselves that in our old age we will turn to God for 
our eternal security, because old age may never come to us. We have to 
learn to seek Him NOW, because our life is very expensive. If you may 
need to seek Him while you are young, if the years of your life then are 
many, those years will be enhanced and enriched by your association 
with Him Who only can be your Lord and Redeemer. Oh, today if you 
hear His voice harden not your heart! The King of His Church says, “Call 
ye upon Him while He is near.” This is a very urgent command from 
heaven. Israel in that time, and we now, have to learn to seek the Lord 
without delay or the opportunity will be past. He will not always be chiding, 
neither keepeth He His anger forever.  

He comes near to us in the preaching of His Word, in sickness and in 
sad times. God’s Word shall not return empty. One thing is sure: if the 
Lord opens our eyes then we shall find out that He leads His people in a 
path they had not intended and will secure His grace in ways we would 
not have thought of, and which are contrary to all our designs and desires. 
But never, no never, if He binds upon our heart that we have only a short 
time for conversion and to seek Christ, will we be disappointed by Him. 
In Christ is the guarantee that they shall never perish who may learn to 
seek Him and no one else. It is wise beyond all earthly wisdom to hearken 
and obey by grace. It is foolish beyond all other folly to turn a deaf ear or 
to show a disobedient spirit. For then it can be that God may never come 
again so near to our souls. Oh, that we do not harden our heart until it is 
too late. Isaiah saw the sad condition of his people, therefore he said so 
earnestly, “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” May the Lord bind it 
upon our heart, because when the day of death comes, without true 
conversion, then it is forever too late. If God gives a need in our heart, He 
shall never reject a poor crying soul.  -Rev. A.W. Verhoef 
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Blessed be the LORD God of Israel 

from everlasting, and to 
everlasting. Amen, and Amen. 

Psalm 41:13 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 or 6:30 p.m.  


