
May 2, 2021 
 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
This Week: 9:30 a.m. Reading Service, 6:30 p.m. Catechism Reading 

Service.  
This Tuesday, a Prayer Day service with Rev. Hofman at 7:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday, Bible Study Groups meet at Living Bread at 7:00 p.m.  
Next Week: 9:30 and 2:30 p.m. Student Slingerland 
May 14 singalong will be held at Inwood Community Center 7:00 p.m. 
May 15 singing to shut-ins starting at 2:00 p.m. 
June 18 ladies bridal shower for Shelley Hup 

-All the Lord willing- 
 

Offerings Today: 1st General Fund   Next week: 1st General Fund 
     2nd School Fund   2nd Living Bread 
We Remember in Prayer: 
-Our widows, widowers and lonely ones, the unborn, prodigal sons and 
daughters, those undergoing treatments, and all those with hidden 
crosses. 

 

MEDITATION 
National Day of Prayer 

The National Day of Prayer is observed on the first Thursday of May 
as designated by the United States Congress. People are asked "to 
turn to God in prayer and meditation." Each year since its inception, the 
president has signed a proclamation encouraging all Americans to pray 
on this day. 

“Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion!” Psalm 14:7 
Psalm 14 is a psalm of David and is nearly identical to Psalm 53. Paul 

refers to this psalm in Romans 3. The Lord in His infinite wisdom and 
by His Spirit inspired men three times to write that the fool says in his 
heart: “There is no God.” God’s existence is denied in various ways. 
Karl Marx explained religion as a sign of indigestion. He meant that 
when people’s stomachs are full, they won’t think about God. It isn’t any 
different in our days. When a man is “filled” with various entertainments, 
long vacations etc., he will not think about God. However, the fool who 
says in his heart that there is no God is trying to “play” God. 

The fool thinks that if God is in control, why does He allow bad things 
to happen? Why is there famine in large parts of the world? Is that truly 
God’s doing? Besides, it is a “sweet” thought that if there is no God, 
then there would be no death, no eternity, no Hell and no punishment 
for sin. Saying there is no God shows the pure hatred and blindness of 
fallen mankind. God’s almighty governing seems preposterous. The 
fool wants to improve the world with freedom for everyone without any 
rules and regulations. Everyone should be able to do what they want. 
The fool says: “I decide, I reign, I am in control.” Yet, immorality, rape, 
violence and murder keep increasing. 

The fool thinks it is high time that people have freedom of choice 
pertaining to their own bodies. Women should be able to decide 
whether to have an abortion or not. I once read that for every girl or 
woman who decides to abort her baby, in effect makes her body the 
grave of her child. The female body becomes a place of execution of 
the defenseless unborn life. Sadly, she needs the help of a doctor who 
swore an oath to protect life at all costs. The government, as a servant 
of God, is also needed to wield the sword of justice. However, does our 
government do anything? Do they avenge evil? No, laws are changed 
to justify this evil. “O earth, earth, earth, hear the Word of the Lord.” 
(Jeremiah 22:29). Our country is filled with “dark caves of murder” 
(abortion clinics). 

“Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion!” Days of prayer 
should be days of penance when we humble ourselves before God. In 
former times, days of prayer were often days of fasting. However, our 
nation, which includes our denomination, is far removed from that type 
of humbling. It is a wonder that the Lord has not withdrawn His hand 
from us. “The LORD looked down from Heaven… to see if there were 
any that did understand, and seek God.” He saw no one who 
understood; not then and not now. In our day this lamentably includes 
universities, news organizations and government. The all-seeing eye of 
God also watches the men on the pulpit and consistory. Are there then 
no understanding men there? Sadly, no! “They are all gone aside… 
there is none that doeth good, no, not one” unless God, by grace, 
makes a difference where there is no difference. 

Among religious people there are many fools as well. They don’t say 
that there is no God, but they elevate themselves as a god, claiming 
that no one is led as deeply as they are in the mysteries of God. Some 
of these pious ones speak of being atoned by God and brought back 
into the bosom of God; yet… they are strangers of the poor sinner’s life. 
The spiritually poor Christian finds he only increases his guilt and fears 
he will be under God’s wrath forever. Yet, he cannot live without God 
although he deserves temporal and eternal punishment. Will salvation 
still be possible for him? Oh, wonder of grace; for such a one the poet 
sang: For with Him there is grace, And plenteous salvation, Psalter 
446:4 The fool laughs and says: “Here are those sighing people again.” 
However, those people who, by God’s Spirit have received 
understanding, agree with the poet of our text: “Oh that the salvation of 
Israel were come out of Zion!” The Lord founded Zion so His people 
can find shelter in her. For Israel rescue often came from Zion. Just 
think of all the wonders the Lord did for them in Egypt and when He 
saved His people with a great deliverance. 

In the fullness of time, the Son of God came out of Zion in His human 
nature into the world. David’s prayer was answered and when salvation 
comes out of Zion, what happens then? See the last part of verse 7: 
“…Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.” Then those people can 
celebrate a true Day of Prayer! Reader, are you among them? 

Rev. A. Hofman (1912-1990) 
Translated from “De Saambinder” 
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Exalt the LORD our God, and 
worship at his holy hill; for the 

LORD our God is holy. 
Psalm 99:9 

 
 
 
 

Church Times: 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
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